
J onn boodman is telling me, "If you can 
drive a b~g-block Corvette you can drive 

anything." He means anything in his 
Goodman Racing garage here in Seattle 
from drop-dead vintage 'Vettes, to Shelby 
Cobra, Formula 1 Ferrari, devilishly fast 
Devin and 2,000-horsepower 1967 "Miss 
Budwe~ser" Unhmited Hydroplane. "It's 
l ~ k e  dnvlng my Greenwood Corvette," he 
says of t h ~ s  glorious wood-hull race boat, a 
smile morphing him to look like Ted 

Behind the walls of Goodman Racing reside some of the 
sexiest vintage cars imaginable, with a few fast boats 
slipped in for the cool splash and dash of it all. 
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le garage's electronic fun ropm features contact sports 

 meson the left, driving skill games on the right. 

Turner and Howard Hughes in one. "Just 
slide them around the corners!" he assures 
of Miss Bud, and 1980 "Atlas" he also 
owns. "I don't compete in them, but I drive 
them in vintage mock races. Hydros are 
more intimidating than hard to drive. As 
long as you're up on the plane, they do 
everything you want them to." 

I take this as a spot-on metaphor for 
what makes Goodman tick, along with 
what's inspired his  rainbow garage 
collection of swift wheel-and-prop exotica. 
Being on top of it takes you all the way up. 

Back down to earth, there's some very 
significant machinery here. For starters, 
Goodman's Ferrari 312B raced in early- 
1970s Formula 1 by Jacky Ickx is enough 
to test the mettle of anyone who can fit 

e 
into it. Because Goodman stands over six 
feet, his collection and race manager, 
Walter Gerber, had to measure his boss and 
the lithe Fl's cockpit before buying the car 
from its prior owner. 

Gerber, whose mechanical and race 
team managing skills range from sports to 
lndy cars, came aboard 10 years ago when 
Goodman was first assembling a collection 
that now embraces 35 cars and his boats. 
"John is great to work for," Swiss-born 
Gerber is quick to say, "and he has talent in 
competitive vintage racing. We've won the 
Pacific Northwest Historics' SOVREN 
Championship twice." Goodman Racing 

I 
also goes to Goodwood, Monaco and the 
Le Mans Classic with the F1 Ickx Ferrari 
and famed ex-John Greenwood No. 50 ZL1 
427 Corvette. 

To stay ahead on tuning and 
maintenance, vintage racing mechanics 
Dean Stark and Michael Collins are full-time 
Goodman employees. Gerber's long-time 
administrative forte being endurance racing, 
his mantra is "preparation, preparation, 
preparation.'' Goodman, who's big in real 
estate, has the wherewithal and gusto not to 
lift the fun-time throttle that drives him. 

There's another side to this "Goodman 
Express," too: kids. "My wife Shawn and I 
have the Goodman Foundation," he says 
when I inquire, "and we've given well over 
a million dollars to charities in the past two 
or three years, which relate mostly to 
children-so it's Children's Hospital, Boys 
and Girls Club, Big Brothers and Sisters." 

Spending the day here, such as 1 am in 
this Goodman Racing combo of garage and 
shop, is something like being in a candy 
store, a kind of Willy Wonka wonderland 
jaunt that you can't help but love. The 
sugary glow of cars here is so mouth- 

.*1 
watering intense it makes my teeth ache, in 
the good way Like Wonka himself, John 
leads me on a tour of his palace. 
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Beneath the mezzanine,-- ,, 

- 3 g  track and water muscle Goodman's ex- 
John Greenwood 1972 ZL1427 Le Mans 

Corvette, and sup charqed 1650-c~d V12 

L?'*. 
- Merlm-pow& 1967 wood-hull 12-11 - 

dhp J&-- - hy&oplane, "MISS Budwe~ser." 
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Car collector John Goodman started vintage racing in 1999 
when he climbed into a '67 big-block Corvette roadster and 
hit the gas. "The rest is history," he says. 

Stopping at his white and red-inset 
Corvette roadster, the 1959 SCCA 
Championship car that Bob Bondurant 
drove in period anger, Goodman tells me, "I 
had this totally restored-it's just a very cool 
piece of history." About his blue Corvette 
coupe with "The French Connection" 
scrawled on it, he says, "What's nice about 
this, it's a 1966 427 Corvette with every 
option you could get-big brakes, big tank, 
and one of only three. We raced this car in 
the vintage Le Mans in 2007." 

It's Corvette nirvana, this place. "In 
Corvettes," he laughs, "I have from 
basically 1953 all the way up to 1969, and 
they're always fuelies or unique cars-like 
the Mickey Thompson split-window here." 
And the No. 15 Garcia Brothers 'Vette? 
"They raced this car all over-Daytona, 
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unlimited hydroplane. 
-- "...". -.--.....-" .. I... -rr-. .-... ....- "-, 
first race car), Ferrari BBLM, Garcia Brother: Greenwood ~orvette.and "Miss ~ u d w e  
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~ e b r i n ~ , "  Goodman says. "Fuel injected, 
five-oh-two aluminum block-big motor. 1 
race it a lot." 

Stunning in its panache, Goodman's 
1972 Greenwood BFG coupe is a Corvette 
icon if ever there was one. Sensing my thrill, 
he says, "The daim to fame on this car is it 
holds the record for a GT car on the Le Mans 
straight at 220mph, when Greenwood was 
driving it. We've had ths  at Le Mans three 
times and were on the winning team in 
2008. We're back with it next year." 

Not totally Corvettes, the candy here 
gets even richer with Goodman's Ferraris. 
His BBLM, a car he's raced at Le Mans, 
knocks me out. "In the United States," he 
says, "it's probably the number one five- 
twelve, just because it has so much race 
history." And, stripped naked to chassis, 
V12 and spaghetti exhausts, John's flame- 
red Sparling "312" Ferrari up-close in his 
shop is a familiar on-track contender at 
Infineon and Laguna Seca. And then there's 
the ex-Scuderia 312B o~en-wheeler that John Goodman's 11,000-sq 

Racing garage and shop in 
Washington, is home to 35 
three boats, and heaps of I 



In the garage'sshop section, Michael Collins works on thd  
transmission from Goodman's small-block Corvette- 
powered 1958 Devin. 
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I :onvertibles and 
built on a 1953 chassis. the 77th off the line of Corvette's first year. 
on end, and there's a startling number of I'm thinking, what's next for Goodman 

what else can you say?! It's awesome." 
But so are his duo of blue American 

roadsters, Goodman's competition "289" 
Cobra, and the Devin "SS" that Art Evans 
owned and that Bobby Unser drove.  
Goodman's most recent vintage race win, a 
whopper of a Navy base chase, was in his 
Carroll Shelby-signed Cobra at 201 1's 
Coronado Speed Festival. And John's son, 
Johnny, is following his father's tread marks 
with his own rad-liveried competition 
BMW sedan parked here. 

When Goodman goes racing, his cars 
are either strapped onto overseas pallets or 
travel the highways in Louie Shefchik's 
J&L Fabricating transporters along with 
other Pacific Northwest-based vintage 
racers. All-in-all, it's a wild place up here 
around Seattle where the pines grow tall, 
the rain comes down sometimes for days 

killer vintage cars and die-hard motorsport after all I've seen here today? "If you give 
enthusiasts on tap. It's a good place to hang me a choice between a Ferrari or  a 
out, and Goodman's garage among other Porsche," John says to me, "I'll take a 
elite collections nearby remind me of Willy Ferrari. But 1 see a Porsche in there 
Wonka singing, There is no life I know to somewhere, sometime. Either a 962, or a 
compare with pure imagination." 907, or 917-something that is really neat 

It's been a full fine day, and time to say and special." -it' 
goodbye to the guys and head for home. 

P C .  . ,  , 

a 
Integrated Clernory 

G ~ ~ u s r f l  sits ready to race in his 3.0-liter 
V12 "Sparling Ferrari" (driven in period by 

Vic Elford and Derek Bell) at lnfineon Racewayls 
2011 CSRG O~ener, attended bv Goodmao's 

.Walter Gerber (white shirt) and ~ibae~'$ollins. . 
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